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 Travel 
The tour commences and concludes at Macdonald Cardrona Hotel, Peebles  

Cardrona 
Peebles nr. Edinburgh 
EH45 8NE 

Tel: 0344 879 9024 
 
Please note that transport to the hotel is not included in the price of the tour. 

Transport  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you are travelling by car: 

From the North:  From the City of Edinburgh Bypass, take the A701 exit towards City Centre/Peebles. 

Continue and stay on the A701 towards Peebles. At the Gowkley Moss Roundabout, take the 2nd exit and 

stay on A701. Take a slight left onto The Brae/B7062. In 3.1 miles, at the roundabout, continue straight 

onto A6094.  In 1.9 miles turn left onto Peebles Road/A703.  Continue for 10 miles and at the roundabout 

take the 2nd exit onto Innerleithen Road/A72. In 0.4 miles turn right and you will reach the Macdonald 

Cardrona Hotel.   

 

From the South East (Newcastle): Follow the A68 North signposted ‘Jedburgh’.  Approximately 1.5 miles 

north of St. Boswells turn first left at the roundabout towards Galashiels (A6091).   At the next two 

roundabouts continue on the A6091.  At the third roundabout, take the 1st exit onto A7.  Turn right (approx. 

2.3 miles) onto B7060 signposted Yair, and then turn right onto A707 (approx. 2.6 miles).  At the Nest 

Roundabout, take the 1st exit onto Cliff Road/A72 and follow for 10 miles. Turn left signposted Cardrona 

you will reach the Macdonald Cardrona Hotel.   

 
From the South West (Carlisle):  Follow the A74(M) North, exit at Junction 15 and take the A701 exit, and 

at the roundabout take the 1st exit onto A701.  Follow the A701 for 23 miles, then turn right onto B712 

signposted Drumelzier/Stobe/Peebles. Continue on B712 for 7 miles, then turn right onto A72.  At the 

roundabout (approx. 3.7 miles) take the 1st exit onto High Street/A72.  At the next roundabout take the 3rd 

exit onto Innerleithen Road/A72. In 0.4 miles turn right and you will reach the Macdonald Cardrona Hotel.   

If you are travelling by train:   The nearest train station is Edinburgh Waverly Station (26 miles) – approx. 
40 minutes by car. 
If you are travelling by air: The nearest airport is Edinburgh Airport (29 miles) 



 

 

 Accommodation 
 

Macdonald Cardrona Hotel 
Situated in beautiful Scottish Borders countryside, this four-star hotel is ideally located for this tour. The 

hotel has a restaurant and lounge & cocktail bar, which are decorated in a modern but cosy style. 

Bedrooms all have private bathroom facilities, TV, telephone, hairdryer and tea/coffee making 

facilities. Complimentary car parking is available at the hotel. 

More information can be found via the hotel’s website:  

http://www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/our-hotels/macdonald-cardrona-hotel-golf-spa/  

 

Check-in and departure from the hotel  
Check in from 15.00. The tour will start with cream tea at 15:30hrs, along with our expert guide Nicholas 

Merchant.  There will be a welcome drink, talk and dinner in the evening. 

On the last day, the tour will not finish at approximately 17.30 so you should check with your tour manager, 

or the hotel reception, where luggage should be stored until your departure. 

 

Extra nights 
If you have booked to stay an extra night at the hotel, this is on dinner, bed and breakfast basis and check 

out from the hotel is at 11:00. a.m. 

 

Dining 
On the first, second and third night, dinner is provided at the hotel and included in the price of the tour. 

Breakfast on all days of your stay is included in the price but meals other than these stated are not 

included.  

 

Special requests 
If you haven’t already done so, please notify Travel Editions of any special requests as soon as possible to 

allow sufficient time to make the necessary arrangements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.macdonaldhotels.co.uk/our-hotels/macdonald-cardrona-hotel-golf-spa/


 

 Places Visited 
 

Rosslyn Chapel 
Rosslyn Chapel was founded in 1446 as a place of worship and services continue to be held here weekly. 

The Chapel has also been a popular destination for visitors for generations. By the late 18th-century, it was 

starting to appear on itineraries and its profile greatly increased after the publication of Dan Brown’s novel, 

The Da Vinci Code, in 2003, and the subsequent film. Rosslyn Chapel Trust was established in 1995 to care 

for the Chapel and oversee its conservation and public access. 
http://www.rosslynchapel.com/ 

 
 

Arniston House 

Arniston House is a magnificent William Adam, Palladian style mansion house set in acres of beautiful 

parkland just 11 miles from Edinburgh. It has been home to the Dundas family for over 400 years. We invite 

you to visit and marvel at the intricate stucco work and beautiful portraits by contemporary Scottish artists 

such as Sir Henry Raeburn and Alexander Nasmyth and to admire the fascinating period furniture. 

Birthplace to Henry Viscount Melville and two Lord Presidents of the Court of Session, a visit to Arniston 

will make a memorable and interesting day out. 

http://www.arniston-house.co.uk/ 
 
 

Bowhill House 
The tales of the Buccleuch family and Bowhill are almost as old as the nation of Scotland itself.  A vast 

woodland once covered all of the hills, valleys and riversides here – the Ettrick Forest. In 1322, King Robert 

the Bruce gave it to the Scott clan, the ancestors of today’s Buccleuch family, in recognition of their loyalty. 

The name Buccleuch, the object of much misspelling and poor pronunciation, originates from the 10th 

century when legend has it that King Kenneth III was hunting in a deep ravine or ‘cleuch’ in the heart of the 

forest, when a young buck became cornered and charged towards the unarmed King. A young man named 

John Scott seized the buck by the antlers and wrestled it to the ground, saving the King’s life. From that day, 

the Scotts were referred to as Buccleuch (bəˈklu), the ‘buck from the ravine’ and were rewarded for their 

bravery. The forest reverted to the Crown in 1450 and for a hundred years was a favourite hunting ground 

of the Kings of Scotland. In about 1550 it was distributed to members of the Scott family. 

 

The present house at Bowhill dates mainly from 1812 and was greatly expanded during the 19th century by 

architects including William Atkinson, William Burn and David Bryce.  Sir Walter Scott, a kinsman and 

frequent visitor, admired the house so much he christened it ‘Sweet Bowhill’ in his famous poem, ‘The Lay 

of the Last Minstrel’. 

 

Bowhill House served as a military hospital in the first World War and was also occupied by the Army from 

1939-45 during World War II. The House suffered after, with dry rot and general wear and tear taking their 

toll. 

 

It has taken the concerted efforts of a team of skilled and devoted craftsmen and volunteers, as well as the 

support of visitors, all of whom have been guided by the Family’s passion and commitment to the cause, to 

save the original structure. The House’s superb art treasures, including 18th century hand-painted Chinese 

wallpapers, numerous famous paintings and thousands of books are also now safe for future generations. 

http://www.rosslynchapel.com/
http://www.arniston-house.co.uk/


 

 

Today, Bowhill’s imposing situation, elegant proportions and impressive cultural collections help make it 

one of the Scottish Borders’ most popular visitor attractions 

 
http://www.bowhillhouse.co.uk/ 
 
 

Abbotsford House 

Abbotsford is a historic country house in the Scottish Borders, near Melrose, on the south bank of the River 

Tweed. It was formerly the residence of historical novelist and poet, Sir Walter Scott. It is a Category A 

Listed Building. 

http://www.scottsabbotsford.com 

 
 

National Gallery, Edinburgh 
The National Galleries of Scotland holds over 100,000 artworks which are proudly displayed in three 

locations in Edinburgh, the Scottish National Gallery, the Gallery of Modern Art, and the Portrait Gallery. 

They look after one of the world’s finest collections of Western art ranging from the Middle Ages to the 

present day including the national collection of Scottish art. We care for, develop, research and display the 

national collection of Scottish and international art and, with a lively and innovative programme of 

activities, exhibitions, education and publications, aims to engage, inform and inspire the broadest possible 

public. 

https://www.nationalgalleries.org 
 
 

Mellerstain House 
Another Adam family creation – by father and son team, William and Robert – this 18th century mansions 

dates from 1725 and is privately owned by the Earl and Countess of Haddington and contains many family 

treasures, particularly portraits.  

www.mellerstain.com 

 

Thirstane Castle  
The history of Thirlestane Castle dates back to at least the 13th Century, when a large Border fort was built 

on the site to defend the approach to Edinburgh from the south. The central part of the present Castle was 

completed in 1590, remodelled in the 1670s, and then again in the 1840s. 

Throughout its long history, Thirlestane Castle belonged to the Lauderdale family, one of the most able and 

famous in Scotland. The Maitlands came to Britain from France with William the Conqueror in 1066, and 

settled in Northumberland. In about 1250, Sir Richard Maitland married Avicia, the daughter and sole 

heiress of Thomas du Thirlestane. It was this marriage that brought the lands of Thirlestane and others into 

the ownership of the Maitland family. Today, the castle is still home to the Maitland family. 

http://thirlestanecastle.co.uk/  

 

 

Traquair House 
Traquair House, Scotland’s oldest inhabited house, was originally a hunting lodge for the Kings and Queens 

of Scotland, and has been visited by 27 Scottish monarchs over the years. 

http://www.traquair.co.uk/  
 
 
 

http://www.bowhillhouse.co.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_estate_houses
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_Borders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melrose,_Scottish_Borders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Tweed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Tweed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_novel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walter_Scott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_Building
http://www.scottsabbotsford.com/
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/
http://www.mellerstain.com/
http://thirlestanecastle.co.uk/
http://www.traquair.co.uk/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Your Guide   

 

Your host, Nicholas Merchant, Chairman of the Art Fund West 

Yorkshire Fundraising Committee, is an antique expert who has 

worked for some of London’s major auctions houses during his 

career. 

 
During the tour enjoy two evening lectures: 
 
‘Some Country Houses of the Scottish Borders’   

'The Adam Family of Architects'  
 

 Practical Information 
 
Tour manager - Your tour manager will be on hand throughout the tour to ensure that everything operates 

according to plan. If you have any problems or questions please see him or her immediately – it is often 

possible to resolve complaints or problems very quickly on the spot, and do everything to help you enjoy 

your holiday. 
 
Tipping –To keep our tours affordable, we do not increase the tour price by adding in tips. However, in the 

tourism industry, there is a certain level of expectation that when receiving a good service, one does award 

with a tip. Tour Managers, Representatives, Guides and Drivers appreciate a tip at the end of their 

involvement with the tour, but this is entirely at your discretion. We believe in allowing you to tip according 

to your level of satisfaction with their services. 

 

Walking Content – This tour has been graded a 4 out of 5 for walking difficulty.  

 
Please see the key below for an explanation of the footprint symbols: 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 Insurance 
Although this is a UK holiday please note that, should you cancel your holiday, the amount paid is non-

refundable. For this reason you may wish to take out insurance just in case an unforeseen event caused you 

to have to cancel the tour.  As well as covering cancellations, your travel insurance will also cover your 

baggage and personal belongings in case they are lost or stolen. 

 

 

 Emergencies  
Should an emergency arise, please call our offices on: 

020 7251 0045 

Outside office hours (Mon-Fri 0900-1700), telephone our emergency staff on: 

07841 023807 or 

020 7987 5910 or 

07831 133079 or 

PLEASE USE THESE NUMBERS ONLY IN THE EVENT OF A GENUINE EMERGENCY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel Editions 
3 Young’s Buildings, London, EC1V 9DB 

Tel: Tel: 020 7251 0045 

Email: info@traveleditions.co.uk    www.traveleditions.co.uk 

 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS INFORMATION IS CORRECT AT THE TIME OF PRINTING. IT IS MEANT AS A GUIDE ONLY 

AND WE CANNOT ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR ERRORS OR SUBSEQUENT CHANGES 


